N.S. BUSINESS INC. -- Col chester County and M’ kmag have comron
vi sion for Debert |ands.

Ri chard Hurl burt, Mnister of Econom c Devel opnment, was joi ned by
Chi ef Lawence Paul on behalf of the Assenbly of Nova Scotia

M kmaq Chiefs and Mayor M ke Smth of the Miunicipality of

Col chester County, today, March 30, at the Debert Air Industrial
Park to provide a progress report on the vision and | and transfer
pl ans for the park.

One of the first elements of the plan is the transfer of two
sewage treatnent plants on the property to the Municipality. This
will enable the Miunicipality to manage and operate the utilities
in accordance with the overall vision for the Park.

"Today | am announcing the transfer of the Debert Air Industrial
Park's two sewage treatnment plants to the Municipality of

Col chester County,” said Mnister Hurlburt. “This is consistent
with a broader plan that will protect the outstanding

ar chaeol ogi cal resources of the Debert area for the M’ kmaq and
provide for a |locally-owned industrial business park.”

The province, through Nov Scotia Business Inc. WIIl be
contributing $1.635 Mto support future upgrades to the
utilities.

The Debert Air Industrial Park is an area that is rich in
archaeol ogi cal and cul tural inportance and is also hone to a
thriving business park. This agreenent is an inportant first step
in recognizing that the parties can work hand in hand to protect
a significant archaeol ogical and cultural area while allow ng for
i nproved econom c devel opnent activity in the park.

“W see the Debert Air Industrial Park as a critical conponent to
econoni ¢ devel opnent in our Miunicipality,” said Mayor Smth.
“This is an inportant first step towards the transition of the

i ndustrial park to |local ownership. W applaud the efforts of the
Conf ederacy of Mainland M’ kmag on behalf of the Assenbly of Nova
Scotia M’ kmag Chiefs to develop a cultural facility in Debert
and | ook forward to a | ong and cooperative working relationship.”

Over the past 18 nonths, the parties have di scussed how best to
achi eve the objective of creating a strong, sustainable business
community and to recogni ze and preserve the rich cultural history
of the area.
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"The Debert area includes sonme of the nost significant
archaeol ogi cal sites in North America," said Chief Paul

"The M'kmaq have been working with the province to ensure that
these sites remain intact. Wth this in mnd, we are planning a
maj or cultural centre that cel ebrates our heritage."

Di scussions wll continue regarding the future of the Park.
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FOR BROADCAST USE:

Two sewage treatnent plants in Debert will be transferred to
the Municipality of Colchester County fromthe Province of Nova
Scotia. It is part of a larger plan to devel op Debert as an eco-

i ndustrial park, and build on the rich cultural heritage of the

M kmaq in the region.

Econom c Devel opment M nister Richard Hurl burt says the
proposed transfer will stinulate econom ¢ devel opnent in
Col chester County and allow the preservation of inportant M’ kmaq

ar chaeol ogi cal sites.
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