Mi’kmawey Debert
Belmont Sites

Can you imagine that
18,000 years ago the Mi'kmawey
Debert Interpretive Trail was
covered with glaciers over a kilometre thick?

Can you imagine that
11,000 years ago the First People
in Nova Scotia lived and hunted
on lands surrounding this trail?

Can you imagine walking
the trail today knowing that
huge mastodons, caribou and
other Ice Age creatures once
roamed this land?

T

he trail is set in beautiful country
abounding with wild flowers, tall trees
and many waterways. The trail will tell you
the story of the First People and their lives in
the Debert area, part of the land we call
Mi’kma’ki.
The trail is the first phase of a multi-year
project to develop a cultural centre and
meeting place. As time progresses we invite
you to visit often and see the ever growing
interpretation of the First People to live on the
far north-eastern seaboard of North America.

M

ore than 11,000 years ago, the First
People in Nova Scotia lived on plains
that stretched south from the Cobiquid
Mountains. The Debert archaeological site,
near Truro Nova Scotia, is one of the most
important sites of this age in North America.

Archaeological excavations revealed numerous
living areas as well as a large and diverse set of
stone artifacts. Today, the Mi'kmaw Nation is
actively engaged with the protection of this
important area of our homeland, known to us
as Mi’kma’ki.
The First People lived successfully in a
dramatically changing environment at the end
of the last glaciation. By 12,000 years ago,
the continental glaciers from the Ice Age had
receded from the region. Even with the ice
gone, it was still a cold and rapidly changing
environment compared with modern
conditions. Most of the land was covered in
grasses, with small stands of spruce, birch and
willow occurring in more protected areas.
Archaeologists believe that large Ice Age
animals, called mega fauna, lived in the region
perhaps as late as 10,000 years ago.
Mammoth remains have been found in
Maine, suggesting that they may have been in
the Maritimes as well. Giant beavers-weighing more than 450 pounds--and
mastodons are among the other “mega-fauna”
who may have inhabited the area. It is likely,
however, that people took advantage of all the
available resources. In addition to the large
mammals, more familiar animals also lived in
Mi’kma’ki including caribou, musk ox, bison,
elk, moose and red and arctic foxes, to name a
few. Although at the time Debert was many
kilometres inland from the ocean, sea
mammals such as walrus and seals as well as
fish and other resources of the sea were
available to people. Birds and other small
animals were also present.
During World War II, the Debert military
camp was a major staging area for men and
materials leaving Halifax for Britain. There
was a great deal of disruption of the soil

during this period. This disruption
contributed to the discovery of the site in
1948 by E.S. Eaton. The site was excavated
the site in the 1960’s under the auspices of the
National Museum of Canada, the Nova Scotia
Museum and the Robert S. Peabody
Foundation for Archaeology in Andover,
Massachusetts. The excavations produced
more than 4,500 artifacts, which are held
today at the Museum of Civilization in
Ottawa. In the 1990’s, additional sites were
found nearby the original Debert site.
Today, the Debert sites are protected under
the Nova Scotia Special Places Protection Act
and are a National Historic Site of Canada.
Unfortunately, they are still threatened by all
terrain vehicles (ATVs), motor cross and other
human disturbances. The aim of the
Mi'kmaw Nation is to protect these unique
sites and share their fascinating stories. We
are currently planning a facility that will allow
us to explore this long and complex history
with visitors from across Canada and around
the world. The Confederacy of Mainland
Mi'kmaq has received a mandate to develop
this facility from all thirteen Nova Scotia
Chiefs. The Mi'kmaq • Canada • Nova
Scotia Tripartite Forum has also given its
support to the initiative.
For further information regarding this
exciting initiative, you may contact
the Confederacy of Mainland Mi'kmaq at
(902) 895-6385

The Mi'kmawey Debert Interpretive Trail is
located about fifteen minutes from Truro just off
exit 13 on Highway 104 between Truro and
Amherst. The trail is approximately one hour and
fifteen minutes from Halifax.

For more information, please contact
the Confederacy of Mainland Mi'kmaq
at 902-895-6385
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he trail is 4.4 km long and should take
between one and two hours to walk
depending upon your pace. Along the trail
interpretive panels tell you the story of the First
People and their life at Debert. There are several
stream crossings and cliffs along the trail that are
crossed with bridges and steps. The slope of the
trail is moderate. Due to the rugged terrain, this
trail is not recommended for wheeled vehicles.

