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    Report & Recommendation 
Heritage Property Designation Application  

The McCurdy Creek House, Upper Onslow, N.S. 
 

 
Application: 
Ulrich vom Hagen, owner of the McCurdy Creek House since July of 2024, has made application to the 
Municipality of Colchester to have this house designated as a Municipal Heritage Property (refer to Appendix 
1). The house is located at 8 Old Tatamagouche Road in the community of Upper Onslow. (refer to 
Appendix 2). 
 
Building History and Characteristics: 
The McCurdy Creek House has a long history in the Upper Onslow area with the home said to be around 
240 years old, according to research done by Mr. vom Hagen, based on family history and a physical 
inspection of the building. 

 
McCurdy Creek House, rear view  
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Style-wise, it is a simple vernacular neo-classical house, built by the McCurdy family. It is a one and one-
half storey timber-frame structure, with wood clapboard siding and trim, and a steep gabled roof, clad with 
asphalt. It has a balanced, symmetrical front façade with four, 1/1 plain single sash windows with a central 
entrance with a modest entry projection. The house has a notable plain and conservative, practical 
appearance with little decorative trim and simple, rectangular massing. Inside, there is a low second storey 
wall height, and the bedrooms are tucked beneath the steep roof slopes. 
 
There are some interesting features and areas inside the house, such as these views of the main floor, 
second floor rooms, basement and staircase (photos provided by the applicant). The building remains in 
good condition structurally, and they are committed to restoring it.  
 

    
McCurdy Creek House, main floor 

 
It is located in a prominent part of Onslow and the applicant notes that its large massing and position on 
the hill is immediately striking to motorists driving by, heading to Bible Hill. The house overlooks the fields 
and salt marshes leading to the Salmon River. The McCurdy Brook forms the eastern boundary of this 
property, as it flows toward the river. 
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McCurdy Creek House, staircase and second floor and fireplace bases in the basement. 
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Local historian and author Joseph Ballard has been in the house at the invitation of the applicant and is 
hoping to be able to date the age of the house more accurately by the tree rings in the logs in the fireplace 
bases, as there is a national tree ring data base available. Using tree rings is considered one of the most 
accurate ways to date early buildings. He noted that the chimney base is a singular work of much marvel 
to him as well, due to the construction technique. Often in 17th or 18th-century homes, massive chimneys 
were built on a "crib" or foundation, sometimes made of timbers or large, hand-hewn logs, which were 
then infilled with stone and mortar. 
  
Its Role in the Community: 
Mr. Ballard examined reference books such as Thomas Miller’s Historical and Genealogical Record of the 
First Settlers of Colchester County and Israel Longworth’s History of the Township of Onslow, Nova Scotia, 
and found much reference to the McCurdy name but found nothing specifically connected with the house. 
Mr. vom Hagen noted in his application that the McCurdy family were first associated with the arrival of the 
Ulster Scots as part of the settlement of Colchester County, post Acadian deportation and later were 
associated with the Presbyterian Church, Provincial Executive Council. The family was strongly affiliated 
with this church, which became deeply embedded in the region. The McCurdys became prominent in Nova 
Scotian politics and business over the following generations. Notable figures included descendants who 
served in high positions, such as the Honourable David McCurdy, with several descendants of the Nova 
Scotia McCurdys listed in historical genealogical records 
 
Recommendation: 
The McCurdy Creek House forms a significant part of the history of Onslow and has been a solid and 
reliable landmark for generations. Through the ongoing diligent restoration efforts of the current owners, the 
house will remain part of Colchester County for future generations. Staff supports the request to designate 
the McCurdy Creek House as a Municipal Heritage Property.  
 

    
 Respectfully submitted, 

         
 Pam Macintosh, LPP, MCIP 
 Manager, Planning Services 

 



5 

 

 
McCurdy Creek House, undated photo of front view 
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Appendix 1……………………………………Application form 
 
Appendix 2.............................................Location Map 
 
Appendix 3…………………………..……… Additional Photographs and information 
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